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At a glance 7% decrease



The Top 20 Rounds Life Sciences ahead



The Top 20 Rounds Deep Tech Nation

54% of total investments – clearly lowest share ever

Swiss investors involved in 11 of the top 20 rounds

Very young: 2 start-ups incorporated in 2020



Venture Capital Funds

A New Wave of Swiss VCs

#SVCR21
Source: according to SECA Survey Dec 2020; only still active managers; without Corporate VCs



Venture Capital Funds

25 Fund Managers in Fundraising Mode

#SVCR21



Soonicorns

18 Companies with more than CHF 100 million since 2012

#SVCR21



CH Biotech/ICT in the lead

CHF 4.9 billion is attributable to 

35 start-ups (more than 50% into 

only 3% of companies)

75% still private, of the 

remaining 25% half went public 

and half had been acquired

Soonicorns

Unicorns in Sight

#SVCR21



Sectors

Biotech Back At the Top After 2 Years of Absence

Again over CHF 1.1 billion 

invested in one sector (life 

sciences)

Medtech (+109%) with high value 

growth; Digital health (+40%)

Missing mega-rounds in 

ICT/fintech (-40%)
#SVCR21



Sectors

Strongest increase in activities in Cleantech

Highest growth in Cleantech 

(+69%) and ICT (+29%) 

Around 20% increase in

Medtech and Digital Health

Lower number for Biotech (-7%) 

and Fintech (-3%)

#SVCR21



Sectors

Lockdown Uncertainty Caused Volatility

ICT more influenced than 

Life Sciences

Largest drops in March 

and October

Recovery in July and 

August

#SVCR21



Phases

New Record for Early Stage Rounds (Series A) 

Early: +31%, seed: +27%, Later: -21% 

Share of early stage: 32%

Almost three times more money for 

Fintech (+170%)

Digital Health the exception: -16% (early)

More than four times higher amount for 

later stage Medtech (+329%)
#SVCR21



Phases

Strong increase in number of rounds above CHF 10 million

#SVCR21 Amount known for 233 financing rounds (77% of total)

38% increase for 10+ rounds 

Share of Top 20: 55%           

(5 years ago: 83%)

Median of financing round 

increased to CHF 3 million 

(+49%); Fintech (4.5 million; 

+210%)



Phases / Sectors

Remarkable Activities in Larger Rounds

#SVCR21

Numbers of Swiss Startups received over CHF 20 million since 2012
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Phases / Sectors

Highest Increase in Number of ICT Rounds between 5 and 20 million

#SVCR21

+50%+25%-9% +83% -56%

Rounds up to CHF 10 million; n: 455
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Phases / Sectors

Strong Demand for Fintech Rounds between 5 and 20 million

#SVCR21
-61% +700%
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Cantons Enormous growth in Basel-Stadt

Basel-Stadt

CHF 540 million invested

403% growth rate

25% of total investment

Unicorn exit



Cantons Regional ecosystems

Record for Zug

Higher amounts in SG, VS and LU



Conclusion Progress in several fields

• Higher maturity: Balanced investment activity, 

more growth rounds, more Swiss investors in the top league

• Global visibility: Swiss biotech on the map of top investors

• Biotech as role model: Higher maturity than ICT

• Crisis? What crisis? Enough money around, opportunities in life

sciences and digitisation



SVCR magazine Interview, Articles, Analyses

• Interview Michael Hengartner

• Versant Ventures

• Exits

• All financing rounds listed



• Thanks to partners and sponsors

• Print-Version

• PDF-Version with links to details

Website: www.startupticker.ch

under «Assets»

Enjoy your reading…
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