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At a glance 86% growth



The Top 20 Rounds Deep Tech Nation

Broad range of sectors and cantons



The Top 20 Rounds Deep Tech Nation

Broad range of sectors and cantons

102% growth rate

19 rounds of more than CHF20 million

69% of total investments – second lowest share ever

Swiss investors involved in 1 of the top 8 rounds



Venture Capital Funds

New funds from “old” hands (26 funds closed or in fundraising)

#SVCR20



Exits

Around 300 exits over the last 15 years

#SVCR20

20 exits per year on average

40 exits per year over the last 

5 years

148 ICT and 13 fintech exits

83 from Life Sciences 

(including digital health)

only around 
20 IPOs 



Exits

Transparency of exit numbers as challenge

#SVCR20

Only around 40% were venture backed

48 transactions (37% of all VC backed transactions)                           

with a known exit price

33 transactions (or 25%) with a known exit price and                   

invested capital over time



Exits

Significant multiple achievable in case of successful exit

#SVCR20

Median Exit price in USD millionMultiple on Invested Capital (only VC backed exits )
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Sectors

First time more than a billion invested in one sector

ICT and fintech - CHF 1.2 

billion invested

822.4 million went to the 

five largest ICT/fintech 

rounds

Record breaking numbers 

for Biotech



Sectors

Strongest increase in biotech

Biotech with 147% increase

Fintech almost doubled the 

size of invested capital

Ten times more money for 

ICT/fintech than in 2012

Cleantech and Digital health for 

first time above 100 million



Phases

Again Growth at all stages

Later: +104%, early: +56% 

Share of later stage: 73%

Three times more money for 

later stage biotech (+217%)

Later stage ICT: +108%

Medtech the exception: Early 

(-55%), later (-35%)
#SVCR20



Phases

Strong increase in number of rounds above CHF 20 million

#SVCR19 Amount known for 230 financing rounds (86% of total)

Share of Top 20: 69%       

(5 years ago: 86%)

5 rounds higher than 100 

million for the first time

19 rounds more than 

CHF 20 million (2018: 13)



Phases / Sectors

Median for ICT below last years’ level

#SVCR20
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Phases

Strongest increase in 2-5 million

and high growth in number of rounds over 20 million
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#SVCR20

+46%



Phases / Sectors

Numbers vary in ICT

#SVCR20
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Phases

Two completely different 4-year periods

#SVCR20
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Phases / Sectors

ICT and fintech as driving forces

#SVCR20
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3.3 times more 
rounds 2-10m
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with significant 
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Cantons More than a billion for Zurich

Zurich

CHF 1,2 billion invested

127% growth rate

51% of total investment



Cantons More than a billion for Zurich

ICT

Fintech

Biotech
ICT Hub Zurich

85% of Swiss 

ICT and fintech

investment

In Zurich: 87% to

ICT and fintech

startups



Cantons Bern enters the Top Cantons

Record number for

most Cantons

New local eco systems



SVCR magazine Interview, Articles, Analyses

• Interview Judith Bellaiche

• Economic uncertainties

• Exits

• Portraits



Conclusion A growing ecosystem

• A huge step forward

• Growth: development faster than expected

• Ecosystem produces momentum with impact

• Funds: numerous projects

• More growth funds necessary

• Biotech: return to the longstanding growth pass



• Thanks to partners and sponsors

• Print-Version

• PDF-Version with links to details

Website: www.startupticker.ch

under «Assets»

Enjoy your reading…
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